
Instruction Shaping the 
Transformation of APS) — 
strategies to give every 

student the 
chance to 
attend col-
lege without 
remedia-
tion.  Prior 

to coming to APS, Barry 
had a distinguished mili-
tary and business career.  
Recently he was honored 
as Educator of the Year 
by Shades of Blue, recog-
nizing his exceptional 
support of students. 

 

Following lunch, our own 
AAUW Colorado lobbyists 
Amy Blackwell and Lindy 
Reed will provide a sneak 
peek at the 2010 Colo-
rado legislative session, 
discussing equity-related 
state bills and mapping 
out the road ahead for 
public education advo-
cacy. 

 

Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to network with other 
AAUW Colorado members 
and to learn how YOU can 
help to create a bright 
future for our children 
and grandchildren – and 
ourselves! 

The future of Colorado 
lies in the success of its 
public education system.  
At the 2010 Public Policy 
Day on Saturday, Febru-
ary 6, 2010 at the Holi-
day Inn at Lakewood, dy-
namic speakers will focus 
on key factors critical in 
achieving educational 
excellence. 

 

Keynote 
Speaker 
State Representative 
Karen Middleton will pre-
sent an overview of the 
state of public education 
in Colorado.  A former 
member of the State 
Board of Education, Mid-
dleton was appointed to 
fill the seat in House Dis-
trict #42 in February 
2008 and serves on the 
House Education Commit-
tee and Military Affairs 
Committee.  Most re-
cently, she chaired the 
Interim Committee on 
School Finance.  She has 
extensive professional 
experience in K-12 and 
higher education. 

 

State 
Senator 
Moe Kel-
ler, who 

will tell us how public 
education is funded in 
our state, has repre-
sented Senate District 
#20 for the past 8 years.  
Prior to that, Keller 
served 6 years on the 
Wheat Ridge City Council 
and 8 years in the Colo-
rado House of Represen-
tatives.  A fierce advocate 
for responsible funding of 
public education, she 
chaired the Joint Budget 
Committee and was vice-
chair of the Appropria-
tions Committee during 
the 2009 legislative ses-
sion.  She, too, has exten-
sive experience as a 
teacher in Jefferson 
County Public Schools 
and Denver Public 
Schools 

 

Superinten-
dent John L. 
Barry has 
been with 
the Aurora Public Schools 
since July of 2006.  Since 
then he has brought 
transformational changes 
to this diverse, urban 
school district in Colo-
rado’s third largest city.  
Under his direction, the 
staff and the APS Board 
of Education developed 
VISTA 2010 (Visionary 
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“What you make of 
your education will 
decide nothing less 
than the future of 
this country." 
— U.S. President 
Barack Obama 



The Fall Leadership Confer-
ence was very informative 
this year. Thank you to 
those who attended and 
provided feedback on vari-
ous topics. Thank you to the 
presenters who provided 
valuable information to us. 
Amy Blackwell kicked off 
the weekend with a presen-
tation on the AAUW/WAGE 
Project Initiative. Amy ex-
plained how to conduct 
$tart $mart Negotiation 
Workshops on Colorado 
college campuses and wel-
comed 20 new volunteers 
eager to help. Lois Florkey 
provided a helpful perspec-
tive for adopting and imple-
menting the new AAUW By-
laws. Attendees viewed the 
latest DVD from AAUW on 
Breaking the Barriers. The 
new AAUW Public Policy 
Program and Priorities were 
presented by the CO Public 
Policy Committee. Lisa 
Maas-Martin updated every-
one on Voter Education 
strategies. 
 
You won’t want to miss Pub-
lic Policy Day on February 
6th. The Public Policy Com-
mittee has lined up tremen-
dous speakers. State Rep-
resentative Karen Middle-
ton, State Senator Moe Kel-
ler and Superintendent 
John Barry, Aurora Public 
Schools  will address fund-
ing public education in Colo-
rado.  CO-AAUW State Lob-
byists Amy Blackwell, Betty 

Flaten and Lindy Reed 
will update us about the 
2010 legislative session. 
Please read the details 
about the event in the 
bulletin and plan to at-
tend.  
 
We have added an “In 
Memoriam“ section to the 
state website, 
www.coaauw.org.  If you 
would like to list an AAUW 
friend no longer with us, 
please send the name, 
branch and date of death 
to the State Webmaster 
at anneburkholder@q.net. 
 
Did you know that the 
Colorado AAUW Yahoo 
site has the most mem-
bers of any other AAUW 
Yahoo group? You can 
receive action alerts, the 
electronic newsletter and 
other AAUW information.  
Colorado AAUW also has 
a growing presence on 
Facebook, a social net-
working website that is 
free for you to join at 
www.facebook.com.  Our 
specific Facebook group 
is called AAUW in Colo-
rado, and it is open to all 
AAUW members in Colo-
rado, as well as non-
member Coloradans who 
support the AAUW mis-
sion. Here you'll find eq-
uity news items, public 
policy action alerts, dis-
cussion threads, Internet 
links and Colorado AAUW 

event postings. Please 
see directions in this bul-
letin to sign-up for Yahoo 
or Facebook or visit 
www.coaauw.org.  
 
If you check the calendar 
on the state website, 
you’ll see that our 
branches have been very 
busy with great programs, 
activities and events. The 
value of AAUW member-
ship is the opportunity to 
join a community that is 
committed to breaking 
through educational and 
economic barriers so that 
all women have a fair 
chance.  Please keep up 
your wonderful work in 
working towards our mis-
sion of advancing equity 
for women and girls 
through advocacy, educa-
tion and research.  
Congratulations to Amy 
Blackwell and Betty 
Flaten who have been 
selected to be in the 
AAUW Leadership 
Corp.  It is an honor that 
two people  were selected 
for this important func-
tion from Colorado. 
 
My best wishes to all of 
you for a peaceful and 
enjoyable holiday season.  
 
Joan Peterson 
303.341-9275,  
j1421peter-
son@auroragov.org 

President’s Message 

"Education is the 
single most 
important 
foundation for 
women to reach 
equality and to 
extend choice 
over their bodies 
and lives." 

— Graça Machel, 
member of The 
Elders and former 
Mozambique 
education minister 
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Visit http://www.aauw.org/
member_center/briefings/
briefng_leadershipPositions022
609.cfm  to read the latest 
Leadership Corps briefing. 

AAUW Colorado President, 
Joan Peterson welcomes 
you to Public Policy Day! 

The Leadership Corps is a new member involvement opportunity being created to sup-
port AAUW's grassroots. It is based in community-organizing principles and tactics and 
will provide a corps of trained member leaders, serving as grassroots liaisons to help 
us identify and address current needs, encourage branch leadership development, 
foster effective multi-way communication, increase sharing of resources and strate-
gies, and assist membership growth. 

Amy Blackwell and Betty Flaten 
named to AAUW Leadership Corps  



“The Winds of Change” 

AAUW Colorado State Convention 

Save the Date:  April 23-25, 2010 
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Gaze westward from the 10th floor of the Leprino Building at the University of Colorado Hospital  Anschutz Medical Campus as the 
Spring sunset slides behind the Rockies.  You will enjoy your favorite libation and chatting with friends at the opening event of the 
2010 AAUW-Colorado State Convention.  Hosted by the Aurora Branch and led by site coordinator, Sue Bodis, the evening will show-
case Colorado’s third largest city and its amazing diversity. 

Saturday we address “The Winds of Change” in AAUW when a nationally known keynote speaker addresses attendees.  There are 
also great workshops on advocacy, bylaws, and creating new branch structures.  An exciting workshop for the younger members, 
member’s daughters, and young friends discusses “Riding the Mommy Track While Breaking Barriers on the Career Path.” 

Lunch features a fashion show by Coldwater Creek and author, John Shors will discuss his books and writing.  We promise to have 
books for sale too. 

Gain inspiration for fundraising during the afternoon “Finding Fun in Fundraising” presented by several branches.  The state business 
meeting and a town hall will be followed by free time and time to see the sites and enjoy the shopping Aurora has to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Carys, 

This is grandma and I want you to know how much you are loved and how important your life is to our family and the world. 
Your life can be full and resourceful. There are things I wish for you that will make your life what it should be. 

• I want you to have the same opportunities to participate in sports and educational opportunities in science, math, engi-
neering and technology. 

• I don’t want you to be faced with any kind of harassment at school or in your future workplace. 

• I want you to earn the same amount of money as your brother when you grow up and get a job. 

• I don’t want you to have to pay more for your insurance than your brother. That is not fair. 

• I want you to have equal access to higher education. 

• I want you to advance in your employment equally to your peers. 

• I want you to be the one who determines your reproductive life. 

• I want you to never fear violence in your home, workplace or community. 

• I want you to care about others and know that you are a part of a larger commu-
nity in the world. 

• I want you to be able to choose and practice a religion of your choice. 

• I want you to love yourself, know that you are special and loved by others. 

• That is a lot of wants. I could have said “I wish for you,” “I would like,”or “I desire for you” but I really wanted it to be a 
strong word and “want” fits the bill as a good word.  You will need to be strong. 
I want you to know that there are women, including your grandmother, who have been supporting these things for years. We 
call it our “Mission”. We belong to an organization called AAUW and we will continue on our journey to provide these things for 
you and your generation of women.  Love,  Grandma 

 

Letter to Granddaughter Carys,  from Grandma 

By Diane Norten, President, Douglas County Branch 

  

In 1995, the U.S. Congress targeted Fitzsimons for closure. That 
same year, officials with the City of Aurora, University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center and the University of Colorado Hospital 
presented the U.S. Department of Defense with a plan to reuse the 
decommissioned base as a world-class medical campus. The 
Fitzsimons Redevelopment Authority was formed through an inter-
governmental agreement. 
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FUNDING THE FUTURE: 

PUBLIC EDUCATION IN COLORADO 
 

AAUW COLORADO PUBLIC POLICY DAY 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2010 

HOLIDAY INN AT LAKEWOOD 

 
8:00-8:45  Registration/Coffee (Ballroom Atrium) 
 
8:45-9:00  Welcome and Opening Remarks (Ballroom) 
    Joan Peterson, AAUW Colorado President 
 
9:00-10:00  Keynote:   State Representative Karen Middleton, House District #42 
    “State of Public Education in Colorado” 
 
10:00 – 10:15  Break 
 
10:15-11:15  State Senator Moe Keller, Senate District #20 
    “Financing Public Education in Colorado” 
 
11:15-11:45  Break and Lunch Set Up 
 
11:45-12:30  Lunch 
 
12:30-1:30  Superintendent John Barry, Aurora Public Schools 

 “VISTA 2010: One District’s Transformational Strategic Planning” 
 
1:30-2:30  Amy Blackwell and Lindy Reed, AAUW-CO Lobbyists 
    “AAUW Advocates for Public Education” 
 
2:30   Wrap Up/ Adjournment 
 

AAUW COLORADO PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
Amy Blackwell & Sue Bodis– Co-Directors 

Georgina Burns and Lisa Maas Martin – Voter Education Co-Chairs 

Amy Blackwell, Betty Flaten, & Lindy Reed – AAUW-CO Lobbyists 

Diane Fuchs, Elaine Gardner, Betty Hutchinson, 

Mary Hassler, Sherry Hitztaler, Betsy Loague, Sally Mathewson, 

Barbara McDaniel, Marybelle Menzel, Joan Peterson, Doris Wear 
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AAUW COLORADO PUBLIC POLICY DAY 
February 6, 2010 

Holiday Inn - Lakewood 
7390 West Hampden Avenue 

 
FUNDING THE FUTURE: PUBLIC EDUCATION IN COLORADO 

Featured Speakers 

State Representative Karen Middleton 

State Senator Moe Keller 

Superintendent John Barry, Aurora Public Schools 

 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2010 

Cost:  $40 (includes registration, light breakfast, lunch) 

 

Send this form with your check payable to AAUW Colorado to: 

Lisa Maas Martin, 6329 S Locust Way, Centennial, CO 80111 

720-221-7720 

 

Overnight Reservations:  Reservations must be arranged individually with the Holiday Inn no later than 
January 22, 2010 to receive the $72.00 (plus tax) single or double occupancy rate.  The Holiday Inn may 
be reached at 7390 W. Hampden Avenue, Lakewood, Co 80227, 303-980-9200. Take the Hampden Ave-
nue service road east of Wadsworth (about a block) to the Holiday Inn. 

Public Policy Day is your  opportunity to find out about critical legislative/public policy issues and to 
interact with members from around the state.  All members and their guests are encouraged to at-
tend.  Working together, committed, involved AAUW members can make a difference. 

 
 Name_______________________________________________________ 
 
 Address_____________________________________________________ 
   Street     City   State 

 
 Branch___________________________Guest___________MAL_______ 
 
 Check One:  ______Roast Beef & Cheddar on a French Roll 

   ______Turkey & Provolone on a Croissant 

   ______Vegetarian on a Croissant 

   (All meals include chips, fruit, pickles, peppers, chocolate chip cookie, and drink.) 
 
 Indicate special accommodations/assistance, if needed, by January 22, 2010: 



Lakewood Branch:  Copied from 
the AAUW.org website.   

Denver Post columnist Tina Griego 
spoke about mentoring and education 
at recent AAUW branch meeting in 
Lakewood, Colorado. The National As-
sociation of Hispanic Journalists 
named Griego the Frank del Olmo Print 
Journalist of the Year in 2006 for her 
work at the Rocky Mountain News, 
where she exposed the challenges 
facing Hispanic youth in the Denver-
area public education system. To learn 
more, visit: http://www.coaauw.org/
lakewood/ 

Aurora Branch:  Excerpted from 
their newsletter 

“Happy Hoofer’s”  

Excellent Adventure 

By Carol Tobiassen 

A gorgeous fall day greeted seven of 
the “Happy Hoofer’s” hiking group on 
Saturday October 3rd.  The morning 
started out with naturalist Joy Thomp-
son giving us a tour of the Morrison 
Nature Center at Star K Ranch off of 
Smith Road and explaining its colorful 
history.  We were able to admire the 
new artwork by Douwe Blumberg that 
was placed a few weeks prior to the 
hike - a series of 12 life-size horses 
made of Corten and stainless steel 
galloping through grass near the build-
ing. 

Edited letter from Senator Bennet to 
Sue Bodis 
Dear Sue: 
     I wanted to take a moment to up-
date you on a recent development re-
garding the Paycheck Fairness Act, an 
issue on which we have previously cor-
responded.  
     After examining this bill, discussing 
it with my colleagues in the Senate and 
hearing from people all across Colo-
rado, I have signed on as a co-sponsor 
of this landmark piece of legislation.  
     During my time in the Senate I have 
been a staunch supporter of equal 
rights for women. One of my first votes 
as a United States Senator was in sup-
port of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act 
of 2009, which will restore the rights of 
women in the workplace. 

     It is my hope that the Senate will act 
swiftly to enact this legislation with broad 
bipartisan support. In this day and age, 
there is no excuse for gender pay dispari-
ties. 
     I value the input of fellow Coloradans in 
considering the wide variety of important 
issues that come before the Senate, and 
your input on this piece of legislation has 
been invaluable to me. I hope that you will 
continue to inform me of your thoughts 
and concerns. 
Sincerely, 
Michael Bennet 
United States Senator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Chocolate Lovers Culture and Cuisine  
is one of the special interest groups in the  
Aurora Branch.  They are pictured during a  
recent trip to the University of Colorado  
Health Sciences campus where they saw  
the traveling exhibition "Changing the 
Face of Medicine--Celebrating America's  
Women Physicians."  To her delight,  
member Leslie Jenkins discovered that  
one of the women featured in the exhibi-
tion  was a college classmate of  
hers.  Those who attended were (l to r):  
Norma Gillett, Nancy Slinkard, Pam  
Long, Shirley Bengston and Marty Klotz.   
Kneeling: Jean Balint and Leslie  
Jenkins. 
 

Colorado Springs Branch: Excerpted 
from their newsletter 

 

The Colorado Springs Branch hosted their 
fourth annual Woman-to-Woman Dialogue 
Series on Women’s Experiences:  
“Surviving and Thriving.”  They discussed 
such topics as Increasing Parent Involve-
ment in Schools; Women and Economic 
Success; Hormones, The Balancing Act; 
Maintaining Hope in Spite of your Own 
Circumstances; Thriving Through Suffering 
with Grace and Heart; and Managing 
Caregiver Stress in workshops during the 
day. 

Branch News 

Page 6 

Bulletin 

Happy Hoofers Left to right: Roberta 
Smith, Linda McIlnay, Cheryl Wilder-
man, Carol Tobiassen, Ingrid Linde-
mann, Terry Campbell Caron, and 
Nancy Slinkard 

Aurora Branch: 2009 Scholarship win-
ners.  l to r: Lisa Ginn,  Jewel Rissler, Schol-
arship Chair and Jody Weil.  Both of the 
local scholarship winners are education 
majors at the UNC Center for Urban Educa-
tion at the Lowry Campus. 

2009-2010 Aurora Branch Board.  l to r: 
Sue Bodis, Public Policy; Ingrid Linde-
mann, President; Pam Long, Historian; 
Betty Ann Budy,  VP of Programs; Margee 
Cannon, Education Interests; Margaret 
Ann Foy, International Affairs; Carol Tobi-
assen, VP of Programs; Jewel Rissler, 
Scholarship Chair; Leslie Jenkins, News-
letter Editor and Special Interest. Back 
row: Debra Parcheta, Director of Commu-
nications and Cheryl Wilderman, Secre-
tary. 



 

Colorado AAUW Elected and Appointed Officers 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President 

Joan Peterson 

244 Moline St., Aurora 80010 

303-341-9275 

j1421peterson@netscape.com 

President-Elect 

Brenda Wolfe 

1011 Acadia Dr. 

Colorado Spring 80907 

719-337-7817, brenda.wolfe@metso.com 

Co-Vice-Presidents Program Development 

Betty Flaten 

8110 West 90th Ave. 

Westminster 80021 

303-423-9435, bflaten@msn.com 

Diane Fuchs 

8246 S. Centaur Dr. 

Evergreen 80439 

303-674-9639, hdfuchs@msn.com 

Co-Vice Presidents, Membership 
Dottie Brenner 

6638 Vivian St., Arvada 80004 

303-421-6462, degbrenner@comcast.net 

Valerie Yarbrough 

6640 E. Mississippi Ave. Unit 2 

Denver 80224 

303-757-6062, valreey@msn.com    

Treasurer 

Mary Hassler 

4230 Corriente Pl., Boulder 80301 

303-448-9669, maryh2@ix.netcom.com 

Secretary 

Jean Marshall 

2693 S. Balsam St., Lakewood 80227 

303-989-4166, jmars2693@aol.com  

 

ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS 

Educational Foundation 

Janet Weisheit 

7603 Ingalls St., Arvada 80003 

303-423-7103, j.weisheit@comcast.net 

Public Policy Directors 

Sue Bodis 

11697 E. Mexico, Aurora 80010 

303-755-3540, bodis@comcast.net 

Amy Blackwell 

4833 Front St.,  #B-165 

Castle Rock 80104 

303-710-2031, ae_Blackwell@yahoo.com 

Legal Advocacy Fund 

Lisa Maas-Martin 

6320 S. Locust Way, Centennial 80111 

720-221-7720, numismatist1@msn.com 

 

 

APPOINTED BOARD MEMBERS 

College/University Relations 

Lisa Maas Martin  

(see Legal Advocacy Fund) 

Bulletin Editor 

Marilyn Thomas Leist 

3006 Thunder Lake Cir. 

Lafayette 80026 

720-771-2292, leistm@aol.com 

Bylaws 

Lois Florkey 

6903 W. Euclid PL., Unit C  

Littleton 80123 

303-978-9192, loiszach@aol.com 

Choice Coalition 

Melinda Reed 

3671 Ward Rd., Wheat Ridge 80033 

303-421-9414, mkhreed@comcast.net 

Electronic Communications 
Debra Parcheta 

13182 E. Louisiana Ave., Aurora 80012 

303-750-9386, dparcheta@earthlink.net 

Finance 
Candy Crumb 

3214 Larkspur Dr.  

Colorado Springs 80907 

719-633-9917, dccrumb02@aol.com 

Lobby Corps Contacts 

Sue Bodis  (see Public Policy)  

Betty Flaten (see Program Development) 

Lindy Reed (see Choice Coalition) 

Parliamentarian 

Lois Florkey (see Bylaws) 

Historian 

Mary Hassler 

4230 Corriente Pl., Boulder 80301 

303-448-9669, maryh2@ix.netcom.com 

State Archivist 

Betsy Loague 

5913 Urban Court, Arvada 80004 

303-424-5195, betsyloa@comcast.net 

Voter Ed Co-Directors 

Georgina Burns  

4807 Galena Dr. 

Colorado Springs 80918 

Georgina.b1@juno.com 

Lisa Maas-Martin, (see Legal Advocacy) 

Website Editor 

Anne Burkholder 

2444 S. Yarrow Way, Lakewood, 80227 

303-985-3937 

anneburkholder@q.com 

2009 Convention LAC Chair 

Sue Bodis 

11697 E. Mexico, Aurora 80010 

303-755-3540, bodis@comcast.net 

Colorado Website: www.coaauw.org 

 

REGIONAL CONFERENCE CHAIR 

Betty Flaten (see Program Development) 
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AAUW Colorado Branch Presidents 
Aurora 

Ingrid Lindemann 

12601 E. Cedar Ave., Aurora 80012 

303-341-1735, omain-
grid@comcast.net 

Boulder 

Linda Groth 

5362 Gallatin Pl., Boulder 80303  

303-449-0713, 
lkg.reads@comcast.net 

Canon City 

Geraldine Colette 

1625 Sherman Ave., Canon City 
81212 

719-275-5552, bjem-
bry@bresnan.net 

Bev Embry 

1005 S. 1st St., Canon City 81212 

719-275-1425, bjem-
bry@bresnan.net 

Colorado Springs 

Lynda Breese 

4122 Lupine St.,  

Colorado Springs 80918  

719-262-9589, davidlyn-
da9999@netscape.net 

Denver 

Bianka Emerson   

2215 Cherry Hills Farm Place  

Englewood, CO 80113 

303-507-4965 

misslegal@hotmail.com 

Douglas County 

Diane Norten 

7671 Dakan Rd.,Sedelia 80135 

303-663-8422  

dmnorten@wildblue.net 

 

 

Durango 

Theresa Jordon 

104 Riverview Dr. 

Durango, CO 81301 

970-259-5890, tjordan@frontier.net 

Foothills 

DiAnn Hammond-Blessing 

5326 Windriff Dr, Morrison 80465 

303-241-7836 

diannhammondbles@aol.com 

Jean Marshall 

2693 S. Balsam St., Lakewood 
80227   

303-989-4166, jmars2693@aol.com 

Fort Collins 

Peggy Reeves 

931 Sandalwood Ln., Ft. Collins 
80526 

970-482-8952  

peggyreeves1@comcast.net 

Grand Junction 

Marilyn Zimmerman 

3310 JS. Highland Dr., Clifton 81520 

970-712-0474,  
Mz812@earthlink.net 

Gunnison 

Roberta Harper 

P.O. Box 704, Gunnison 81230 

970-641-2341 
Roberta.harper@gmail.com 

Lakewood 

Deanna Hanna 

9536 W. Ohio Pl., Lakewood 80226 

303-987-1449 

deannahanna@gmail.com  

Sandy Kistler 

1274 S. Dover Way, Lakewood 
80232 

303-985-2673, kistler8@comcast.net 

 

Littleton/Englewood 

Marilyn Hansen 

2255 W. Davies Ave., Littleton  
80120 

303-795-7458,  marilynh@q.com 

Longmont 

Charlene Tyson 

1213 Twin Peaks Cir5, Longmont 
80503  

303-651-3272, tyjud@comcast.net 

Loveland 

Cheryl Remple 

Pueblo 

Dr. Mary Ann Roldan 

201 Fordham Circle, Pueblo 81005 

719-561-0728, 
drroldan@comcast.net 

Sandy Stutters 

3518 Brookfield Lane – Pueblo 
81005 

719-561-3546, dstut-
ters@comcast.net 

 

ASSOCIATION 

1111 16th Street., N.W. 

Washington, DC  20036 

Association Educational Center 

Help-Line 1-800-326-AAUW 

helpline@aauw.org 

Homepage:  http://www.aauw org 

FAX:  202-872-1425 

Association TY # for the Hearing Im-
paired 

202-785-7777 

Sales:   Newton Manufacturing Co. 

    1123 1st Ave., E. 

 P.O. Box 927 

Newton, IA 50208-0927 

 1-800-225-9998 
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• Sign up for AAUW Action Network for national-level action alerts (open to members and nonmembers).  Go to 
http://capwiz.com/aauw/mlm/signup/ to enroll. This is a FREE service that provides a quick, convenient way to con-
tact your federal government officials about equity legislation, etc. 

• Join the AAUW Colorado Yahoo! group for state-level action alerts, the tri-annual state bulletin, equity news 
items, etc. (members only) 

• Step 1: Get a Yahoo ID 

• Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/. Follow all the instructions to fill out a profile and make the choices that you want to 
apply to your ID on any Yahoo! Features. When you are done, you will get an email with a code or a link to verify 
your sign up. After you click on the email link, you will be able to use your ID to sign into any Yahoo! group. 

• Step 2: Join the AAUW Colorado Group 

• Use your browser to go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/aauw-Colorado/. (You may or may not be already signed 
in. It doesn’t matter because you are not a member yet. You are here to sign up.) Click on the blue JOIN THIS 
GROUP button to start and be a member.   Or…   Send an email to be a member to aauw-Colorado-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

• An email is sent to the moderator, and you will get an email when your membership has been approved. 

• Step 3: Inside the AAUW Colorado Group 

• Use your browser to go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/aauw-Colorado/. You may need to sign in with your Yahoo 
ID and password. Just click the Sign In button next to the Yahoo! Groups logo. At this site, use the menu links on the 
left to post a message, add your name to the phone book under databases, and see a calendar of events that all 
Colorado Branch members need to know. Questions: Contact the group moderator by sending email to 
dparcheta@earthlink.net. 

• Sign up for AAUW’s Washington Update e-newsletter (members only). Request a subscription by emailing 
votered@aauw.org. 

• If you have a Facebook profile: Join – and invite your AAUW-mission-friendly Colorado Facebook friends to join – 
the “AAUW in Colorado” group (open to members and nonmembers).  This is a social networking tool to educate 
members and nonmembers about the AAUW mission and to get them involved in the advancement of equity. You 
must have a FREE Facebook profile to participate, which you can create easily at www.facebook.com. Questions? 
Contact Amy Blackwell at ae_blackwell@yahoo.com. 

 
Advocacy Tips 

• When contacting your own governmental representatives, identify yourself as a constituent. 
• Phone calls to your governmental representatives about issues, especially on the state level, are particularly effec-

tive, now that most people send emails instead of calling. 

• Personalized e-mails are still effective, as are personalized letters. If you send an email or letter generated by a ser-
vice, such as AAUW Action Network, personalize that email as much as possible so that it does not look like a form 
letter. Change the subject line, personalize the text, add a relevant anecdote, etc. 

• If a state bill is important to you, consider giving testimony at its committee hearing at the capitol. You can find bill 
schedule and content info at www.leg.state.co.us. 

• AAUW respects the right of individual members to vote according to their own beliefs and to voice their own opin-
ions. However, if you are presenting AAUW positions in private, in public, or to a governmental official, please use 
AAUW-approved parlance only. Check www.aauw.org and www.coaauw.org for Association and Colorado AAUW 
public policy platforms. 

 

The Legal Advocacy Fund has developed an incredible tool to help branch members inform their communities about Title IX 
compliance for high school athletic programs.  The Title IX “Know Your Score” Program in a Box will allow branches to address 
recurring inequities to girls in high school athletics.  Girls comprise 49% of high school populations, but only 41% of athletes.  
Clearly there still needs to be a push to ensure that girls are getting the opportunities they deserve.  The Legal Advocacy Fund, 
in collaboration with the Legal Aid Society and the Women’s Sports Foundation, hopes to promote greater awareness of Title IX 
issues at the high school level.   This toolkit now gives branches the perfect opportunity to work the AAUW mission and likely 
will yield new members as a result! 

This new program in a box will allow branches to assess compliance with Title IX laws and then work 
with the schools to ensure equitable athletic opportunities for girls.   Since Title IX is federal law, 
non-compliance can result in lawsuits, so helping local schools reach compliance is actually a tre-
mendous community benefit.  This toolkit is an incredible asset to help educate branch members 
and community members alike. 

This program can be easily downloaded from the AAUW website (www.aauw.org), under the advo-
cacy section on the front page.  There is information for branch member regarding the specifics of 
the Title IX legislation (Step 1) which can easily be a branch program.  There is a detailed guide that allows branch member to 
assess compliance with Title IX (Step 2) and determine if there are any blatant inequities (an informal guide and also an in-
depth guide for differing levels of time commitment).  Title IX experts are available for consultation should the branch need 
additional guidance.  The great leadership opportunity here is that individual AAUW members can use the information to be-
come community activists. Finally there is a website where branches can share their experiences and successes! 

AAUW supports equitable athletic opportunities for girls - the program motto is Sports Help Girls Succeed! 
 
Please contact me at 720-221-7720 or numismatist1@msn.com for more information.  I would love to have at least one 
branch work on this project within the next year.  Think of how exciting it would be to establish your branch in the community 
as a Title IX expert and to share the successes with other branches at next year’s state convention! 

Rocky Mountain 
Regional Conference 

Save the Date: June 
11-13. 2010 

Aurora, Colorado  

The AAUW Rocky Mountain Regional Con-
ference which focuses more on the re-
gional and global perspectives of AAUW 
programs.  Colorado will share dynamic 
speakers and presenters representative 
of the six states in the Rocky Mountain 
Region and the national Leadership 
Corp. 

Diane Fuchs and Lisa Maas Martin 
head the local arrangements com-
mittee comprised of AAUW leaders 
throughout Colorado.  Women’s eco-
nomic self sufficiency, financial sta-
bility for women of varying ages, ad-
vocacy in the ever changing political 
arena, mission-based programming 
and projects that change the com-
munity are among the topics of conversa-
tion for the conference.   

Submit Young Leader Candidate 

This is the 17th year that Colorado AAUW has offered the YOUNG LEADER AWARD 
to recognize one of its young members for outstanding leadership in AAUW, pro-
fessional development and community service. 

Guidelines for this award suggest that the nominee: 

• be 40 years of age or younger. 
• be a member of AAUW for at least three (3) years. 
• be a resident of Colorado and a member in good standing of a Colorado 
branch. 
• have made contributions to AAUW at branch, state and/or national level. 
• have a distinguished record of education, career and professional develop-
ment. 
• be active in community service and other volunteer activities. 

 

Please help us to identify young, talented and progressive AAUW members 
whose activities qualify them for this award. The nomination form is avail-
able from Lisa Martin or from branch presidents and may be duplicated if 
there is more than one nominee in a branch. Nominations may be made 
by either branches or individuals.  The selection chair is Lisa Maas Martin, 
Boulder. Applications are due no later than March 15, 2010 to Lisa Maas 
Martin, 6320 S. Locust Way, Centennial, CO 80111. Please call her at 
720-221-7720, or e-mail her at numismatist1@msn.com if you have any 

questions. 

The recipient of the COLORADO YOUNG LEADER AWARD will be announced at the 
Colorado State Convention.  



February 6, 2010; Public Policy Day, 
Lakewood, CO — Theme:  Funding the 
Future:  Public Education in Colorado 

April 6, 2010; Pay Equity Day, Denver, CO 

April 23-25, 2010; AAUW Colorado Con-
vention, Aurora, CO.— Theme:  The Winds 
of Change 

June 11-13, 2010; Rocky Mountain Re-
gional Conference, Aurora, CO  

BULLETIN BASICS 

All mailing labels are prepared at AAUW head-
quarters.  Please send changes or corrections 
directly to:  AAUW Records Office, 1111 Six-
teenth St. NW, Washington, DC, 20038  or go 
to Member Center, Update Member Records at 
www.aauw.org. 

The Colorado AAUW Bulletin is published three 
times a year.  The deadline for the next issue is 
February 1, 2009.  To submit information, send 
copy to Marilyn Leist at leistm@aol.com or call 
720-771-2292. 
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Breaking Barriers for Women and Girls 

AAUW's Mission 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, 
education, and research. 

AAUW's Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks 
through educational and economic barriers so that all 
women have a fair chance. 

Find out the latest news about Colorado AAUW at http://www.coaauw.org 


